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EYFS 

I can use phonic 

knowledge to 

decode regular 

words and read 

them aloud accu-

rately.  

I can read and 

understand sim-

ple sentences. 

I can listen to and 

discuss poems, 

stories and non-

fiction at a level 

beyond which I 

can independently 

read. 

I am beginning to 

link what I hear or 

read to my own 

experiences 

I am becoming 

very familiar with 

key stories and 

traditional tales 

and can re-tell 

them through role

-play. I can join in 

with well-known 

or repeated 

phrases in stories. 

I can talk about 

books to clarify 

my thinking, ideas 

and feelings. 

E.g. linking to 

their own experi-

ences. 

I can infer mean-

ing about charac-

ters’ feelings us-

ing pictures and 

verbally link these 

to my own experi-

ence. 

I can make sug-

gestions about 

what might hap-

pen next or how a 

story might end 

based on events 

so far. 

I can innovate 

stories through 

role-play and 

small world play.  

I can begin to 

explain who my 

favourite charac-

ter is and why. I 

can say whether 

or not I like a sto-

ry and begin to 

explain why.  

I can answer sim-

ple recall ques-

tions about sto-

ries without pic-

tures or prompts. 

I can recall and 

order key events 

from the text. I 

can use a story 

line or narrative in 

my role-play and 

small world play. 

With support, I 

can generate 

simple questions 

using who, when, 

what, how and 

why. 
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Year 1 

I can read pho-

netically de-

codable texts 

confidently by 

blending the 

sounds and GPC 

that I have been 

taught so far – by 

the end of Year 1 I 

can read all 40 + 

phonemes. 

I have a growing 

number of words I 

can read auto-

matically includ-

ing common 

suffixes, multi-

syllabic words and 

contractions. 

I am beginning to 

read using appro-

priate expression. 

I can listen to and 

can discuss a wide 

range of poems, 

stories and non-

fiction at a level 

beyond those 

which I can inde-

pendently read. 

I am beginning to 

link what they 

read or hear read 

to my own experi-

ences 

I am becoming 

familiar with key 

stories and tradi-

tional tales, retell-

ing them and 

considering their 

particular charac-

teristics. 

I can recognise 

and join in with 

predictable 

phrases. 

I can discuss new 

word meanings 

and link them to 

words I already 

know.  

I can make infer-

ences about char-

acters’ feelings 

using what they 

say and do to 

infer basic points 

with direct refer-

ence to the pic-

tures and words 

in the text. 

I can make simple 

predictions based 

on the story and 

on my own life 

experience. I can 

begin to explain 

these ideas ver-

bally or though 

pictures . 

I can say whether 

or not I like a sto-

ry, who my fa-

vourite character 

is and explain 

why. I can begin 

to make links to 

my own experi-

ences, other sto-

ries and charac-

ters. 

I can answer 

questions about 

what has just 

happened in a 

story. 

I can retell and 

order events from 

the text. I can 

begin to discuss 

how events are 

linked. 

I can generate 

literal recall ques-

tions. I know how 

to ask questions 

before, during 

and after reading. 
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Year 
2 

I can read accu-

rately by blend-

ing, including 

alternative sounds 

for graphemes 

and multi-syllabic 

words containing 

these graphemes. 

I can read com-

mon suffixes and 

exception words, 

noting unusual 

correspondences. 

I can read at a 

speed of 90 words 

per minute accu-

rately without 

overt sounding 

and blending. 

I can demonstrate 

expression when 

reading aloud, 

particularly where 

characters are 

speaking in a sto-

ry. 

I listen to, discuss 

and express views 

about a wide 

range of poetry, 

stories and non-

fiction at a level 

beyond that at 

which I can read 

independently. 

 

I am becoming 

increasingly famil-

iar with and retell-

ing a wider range 

of stories and 

traditional tales. 

I can recognise 

simple recurring 

literary language 

in stories and 

poetry.  

I can begin to find 

the meaning of 

new words using 

the context of the 

sentence. I use 

pictures to help 

support this skill.  

I can make infer-

ences about char-

acters’ feelings 

using what they 

say and do to 

infer basic points 

and begin, with 

support to pick up 

on more subtle 

references.  

I can make predic-

tions using my 

own knowledge as 

well as what has 

happened so far 

to make logical 

predictions and 

give explanations 

of them. 

I can explain my 

reasons for story 

and character 

preferences and 

make suggestions 

for improving a 

text. I can begin 

to make links to 

my own experi-

ences, other sto-

ries and charac-

ters. 

I can explain their 

understanding of 

independent 

reading by an-

swering simple 

questions about 

what I have just 

read. I am begin-

ning to learn the 

skill of ‘skim and 

scan’ to retrieve 

details. 

I can retell and 

order events from 

the text. I begin to 

discuss how 

events are linked. 

I am able to focus 

on the main con-

tent of the story. 

I can generate 

literacy recall 

questions of my 

own, which go 

with the text I am 

reading before, 

during and after 

reading. I can use 

my own question 

words and begin 

to be able to 

change my ques-

tions as they pro-

gress through the 

text 
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Year 
3 

I can apply my 

growing 

knowledge of root 

words, prefixes 

and suffixes, both 

to read aloud and 

to understand the 

meaning of new 

words I meet. I 

can read further 

exception words, 

noting the unusu-

al correspondenc-

es between 

spelling and 

sound, and where 

these occur in the 

word. 

 

I can listen to and 

discuss a wide 

range of fiction, 

poetry, plays, non

-fiction, reference 

books and text-

books. 

I am reading 

books that are 

structured in 

different ways 

and I am given 

opportunities to 

read for a range 

of purposes 

across the curricu-

lum. 

I am increasing 

my familiarity 

with a wide range 

of books and I am 

able to retell 

some of these 

orally. 

I am beginning to 

identify themes 

and conventions 

in a wide range of 

books. 

I am beginning to 

find the meaning 

of new words 

using substitution 

within a sentence.                                    

I am able to use 

my growing vo-

cabulary to sug-

gest synonyms.  

I can infer charac-

ters’ feelings, 

thoughts and 

motives from 

their stated ac-

tions. I am begin-

ning to justify my 

opinion by refer-

encing a specific 

point in the text. 

I can use relevant 

prior knowledge 

to make predic-

tions and justify 

them. I know the 

skill of using de-

tails from the text 

to form further 

predictions. 

I am able to de-

scribe which sec-

tion of the text 

was the most 

interesting/

exciting and ex-

plain my choice 

making links to 

prior reading. I 

can find and copy 

words and 

phrases to de-

scribe characters, 

setting and mood. 

I can begin to 

identify the struc-

ture of a text, 

how it links and 

its purpose. 

I can use the skill 

of ‘skim and scan’ 

to retrieve details 

quickly. 

I am beginning to 

use quotations 

from the text. 

I am beginning to 

distinguish be-

tween the im-

portant and less 

important infor-

mation in a text. I 

am able to give a 

brief verbal sum-

mary of texts that 

I am familiar with. 

I can generate a 

variety of ques-

tions – recall and 

inferential to help 

me understand 

the text further. 
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Year 
4 

I can apply my 

growing 

knowledge of root 

words, prefixes 

and suffixes, both 

to read aloud and 

to understand the 

meaning of new 

words I meet. I 

can read further 

exception words, 

noting the unusu-

al correspondenc-

es between 

spelling and 

sound, and where 

these occur in the 

word. 

 

I can listen to and 

discuss a wide 

range of fiction, 

poetry, plays, non

-fiction, reference 

books and text-

books. 

I am reading 

books that are 

structured in 

different ways 

and I am given 

opportunities to 

read for a range 

of purposes 

across the curricu-

lum. 

I am increasing 

my familiarity 

with a wide range 

of books and I am 

able to retell 

some of these 

orally. 

I am beginning to 

identify themes 

and conventions 

in a wide range of 

books. 

I can find the 

meaning of new 

words using the 

context of the 

sentence. I can 

also link new 

words to other 

words I already 

know. 

I can infer charac-

ters’ feelings, 

thoughts and 

motives from 

their stated ac-

tions. I am begin-

ning to under-

stand the author’s 

use of setting to 

influence the 

mood of a text. I 

am consolidating 

the skill of justify-

ing my opinion 

using a specific 

reference point in 

the text. 

I can use relevant 

prior knowledge 

as well as details 

from the text to 

form predictions 

and to justify 

them. I am begin-

ning to monitor 

my predictions 

and compare 

them with the 

text as I read on. 

I am beginning to 

recognise the 

author’s use of 

language affects 

the readers un-

derstanding of 

character, setting, 

and mood. 

I can identify 

changes in mood 

across a text. 

I can recognise 

structure and 

purpose and ex-

plain why a text is 

arranges in a par-

ticular way.  

I can confidently 

skim and scan 

texts to record 

details, using rele-

vant quotes to 

support my an-

swers to ques-

tions. 

I can write a brief 

summary of main 

points, identifying 

and using im-

portant infor-

mation. 

I can generate a 

variety of ques-

tions – recall and 

inferential and 

questions about 

the deeper mean-

ing of a text to 

help me under-

stand the text 

further. 
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Year 
5 

I can apply my 

growing 

knowledge of 

root words, 

prefixes and 

suffixes 

(morphology 

and etymology). 

 

I can read si-

lently, aloud 

and with a part-

ner, automati-

cally recognising 

and grouping 

words quickly to 

help me gain 

meaning from 

what I read. My 

reading sounds 

natural, as if I 

am speaking.  

I continue to read and dis-

cuss an increasingly wide 

range of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction, reference 

books and textbooks. 

My reading books are struc-

tured in different ways and I 

am given opportunities to 

read for a range of purposes 

across the curriculum. I am 

able to make comparisons 

within and across books. 

I am increasing their famili-

arity with a wide range of 

books, including myths and 

legends modern fiction, 

fiction from our literary 

heritage, and books from 

other cultures and tradi-

tions. 

I am able to identify and 

discuss themes and conven-

tions in and across a wide 

range of writing. 

I can ‘read 

around the 

word’ and ex-

plore meaning in 

the broader 

context of a 

section or para-

graph.  

I can draw on my 

understanding of 

the morphology 

and etymology 

of language to 

support my un-

derstanding. 

I can infer char-

acters’ feelings, 

thoughts and 

motives, giving 

one or two piec-

es of evidence to 

support the 

point I am mak-

ing. I am begin-

ning to draw 

evidence from 

more than one 

place across a 

text. 

I can make pre-

dictions which 

are supported by 

relevant evi-

dence from the 

text. I can con-

firm and modify 

predictions as I 

read on. 

I can explain how 

content is relat-

ed and contrib-

utes to the 

meaning as a 

whole. 

I am able to de-

scribe how the 

author’s use of 

language affects 

the readers un-

derstanding of 

character, 

setting, and 

mood. I can de-

scribe and justify 

the author’s 

choice of vocab-

ulary and explain 

how it enhances 

meaning. 

I can explain how 

the themes and 

patterns develop 

across a text and 

how this contrib-

utes to the over-

all experience of 

reading a text.  

I can confidently 

skim and scan, 

and use the skill 

of reading be-

fore and after to 

retrieve infor-

mation. I can use 

evidence from 

across larger 

sections of text. 

I can begin to 

make connec-

tions between 

information 

across the text 

and include this 

information in 

my written sum-

maries. 

I can actively 

generate a varie-

ty of questions 

to focus the 

reading and 

adjust questions 

in light of evi-

dence from the 

text. I can begin  

to use adults 

models of critical 

thinking skills 

that take the 

discussion deep-

er and beyond 

the text. 
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Year 
6 

I can apply my 

growing 

knowledge of 

root words, 

prefixes and 

suffixes 

(morphology 

and etymology). 

 

I can read si-

lently, aloud 

and with a part-

ner, automati-

cally recognising 

and grouping 

words quickly to 

help me gain 

meaning from 

what I read. My 

reading sounds 

natural, as if I 

am speaking.  

I continue to read and dis-

cuss an increasingly wide 

range of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction, reference 

books and textbooks. 

My reading books are struc-

tured in different ways and I 

am given opportunities to 

read for a range of purposes 

across the curriculum. I am 

able to make comparisons 

within and across books. 

I am increasing their famili-

arity with a wide range of 

books, including myths and 

legends modern fiction, 

fiction from our literary 

heritage, and books from 

other cultures and tradi-

tions. 

I am able to identify and 

discuss themes and conven-

tions in and across a wide 

range of writing. 

I can ‘read 

around the 

word’ and ex-

plore meaning in 

the broader 

context of a 

section or para-

graph.  

I can draw on my 

understanding of 

the morphology 

and etymology 

of language to 

support my un-

derstanding. 

I can infer char-

acters’ feelings, 

thoughts and 

motives, giving 

one or two piec-

es of evidence to 

support the 

point I am mak-

ing. I am begin-

ning to draw 

evidence from 

more than one 

place across a 

text. 

I can make pre-

dictions which 

are supported by 

relevant evi-

dence from the 

text. I can con-

firm and modify 

predictions as I 

read on. 

I can explain how 

content is relat-

ed and contrib-

utes to the 

meaning as a 

whole. 

I am able to de-

scribe how the 

author’s use of 

language affects 

the readers un-

derstanding of 

character, 

setting, and 

mood. I can de-

scribe and justify 

the author’s 

choice of vocab-

ulary and explain 

how it enhances 

meaning. 

I can explain how 

the themes and 

patterns develop 

across a text and 

how this contrib-

utes to the over-

all experience of 

reading a text.  

I can confidently 

skim and scan, 

and use the skill 

of reading be-

fore and after to 

retrieve infor-

mation. I can use 

evidence from 

across whole 

chapters or 

texts. 

I can summarise 

information from 

across a text and 

link information 

by analysing and 

evaluating ideas 

between sec-

tions of the text. 

I can actively 

generate a varie-

ty of questions 

to focus the 

reading and 

adjust questions 

in light of evi-

dence from the 

text. I can ask 

their own critical 

thinking ques-

tions that take 

the discussion 

beyond the text. 


