
Key Vocabulary 

Circumnavigation a complete navigation around the world by 
sail 

Privateer captain or crew member of a private, 
armed ship authorised to attack and cap-
ture enemy ships and cargo 

Flagship  the ship which carries the commander of 
a fleet 

New World Continents of North and South America 
dominated by Spain 

Latitude the measurement of distance north or 
south of the Equator 

Galleon Large warship 

Monarch ruler, usually a king or queen Monarchy A system of government that has a king 
or queen at its head. 

Salvage to rescue items from shipwrecks, fires or 
other disasters 

Dynasty A family of rulers who rule over a country 
for a long time 

Scurvy a disease resulting from a lack of Vitamin 
C 

Successor A person who inherits the throne after 
the death of the previous king or queen 

Pole Star (or 
North Star) 

a star useful for navigation as it remains 
at the same spot above the northern hori-
zon year-round 

Catholic The oldest and largest branch of Christi-
anity ruled over by the Pope in Rome. 

Protestant 2nd largest branch of Christianity that is 
separate from the Catholic church. 

dispensa-
tion 

Permission to ignore or break a rule under 
special circumstances 

Dissolution A formal, legal ending of something Armada A large group of warships 

Throne A position of a king or queen The Age of 
Exploration 

A time when European nations began ex-
ploring the world. 

heir A person who will inherit the throne. Exploration the action of exploring an unfamiliar area. 

Tudors 

Henry VII Henry VIII 

Elizabeth I Sir Francis Drake 

Christopher Columbus Shakespeare 

John Blanke Mary I 

Sir Walter Raleigh Anne Boleyn 

Pieter Bruegel Martin Luther 

Katherine Parr Thomas Wolsey 

1485 - Henry 
Tudor is crowned 
King Henry VII 

1509– Henry 
VII dies. His 
son Henry III 

1547 Henry VIII 
dies. His 9 year 
old son, Edward 
becomes king. 

1553 Edward VI dies, his 
cousin Lady Jane Gray 
takes the throne for just 
9 days. 

1553 - Mary I 
takes the 
thrown. 

1558 - Mary I 
dies. Her half-
sister Elizabeth I 
becomes queen. 

1588 - The 
Spanish  Armada 
is defeated by 
the English. 

1603 - Queen Elizabeth 
dies ending the Tudor 
reign. 


