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17 October 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Unfortunately a number of cases of head lice have been found on children in the school and we 
would appreciate it if you would check your child’s head and treat accordingly. 
 
Our school policy states that any child who has hair long enough to be tied back, 
SHOULD DO SO AT ALL TIMES WHILST AT SCHOOL.  We do, however, request that 
parents ensure that their child understands that they are NOT allowed to let their hair 
down for any reason during the school day.  
 
As this seems to be an on going issue throughout the school we would ask all parents to be 
extra vigilant in checking their child’s hair regularly (at least once a week).  Although we are no 
longer able to call upon the services of the school nurse to check all our pupils heads, we will 
have to seek her advice should the problem continue.   
 
Lice live on hair near the scalp where they find food and warmth.  They are very difficult to see 
as they tend to hide when the hair is parted and their colour blends in with that of the scalp.  
Head lice lay 6-8 eggs per day, gluing them to hair strands, 7 –10 days later the eggs hatch 
leaving behind empty egg shells commonly known as nits.  Nits are pearly white in colour, so 
easier to detect than the lice themselves.  They cannot be removed by ordinary brushing and 
are a good indication that lice are (or have been) present. 
 
Head lice cannot jump or fly, nor do they live in bedding, furniture or clothes.  The only way they 
can be passed on is by close head contact; a single louse can visit several heads in a day 
simply by walking from one head to another.  It is therefore very likely that if a child has lice, 
anyone who has been in close contact will have them too.  This could include close relatives 
and friends as well as the immediate family. 
 
Regular, careful brushing and combing and the use of conditioner does help to prevent the 
spread of infestation.  If you are experiencing particular difficulties then please do not hesitate to 
contact the school office who will contact the School Nurse for advice. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Miss A James  Mrs C Browne 
Head Teacher  Head of School 
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“BUG BUSTING METHOD” 

 
 
“What do I do if a repeated course of treatment is required? 
 
If, you have had several courses of pesticides over a short period of time, we now recommend 
the following “BUG-BUSTING” method.  Bug Busting kits are now available on prescription for 
the treatment of live cases, please ask for a prescription at your surgery when treatment is 
needed. 
 

11..  WWaasshh  tthhee  cchhiilldd’’ss  hhaaiirr  eevveerryy  33  ddaayyss  ffoorr  aa  ppeerriioodd  ooff  22  wweeeekkss..  AAfftteerr  wwaasshhiinngg,,  hheeaavviillyy  ccoonnddiittiioonn  

tthhee  hhaaiirr  aanndd  eexxttrraacctt  aallll  lliivvee  lliiccee  uussiinngg  aa  ffiinnee--ttooootthheedd  ccoommbb,,  bbeeffoorree  rriinnssiinngg  hhaaiirr  tthhoorroouugghhllyy,,    DDoo  

nnoott  wwoorrrryy  aabboouutt  eexxttrraaccttiinngg  nniittss  ((tthhee  eeggggss  aatt  tthhiiss  ssttaaggee))  

  

22..  OOnnccee  tthhee  nniittss  hhaattcchh  tthheeyy  ttaakkee  44--77  ddaayyss  ttoo  mmaattuurree  eennoouugghh  ttoo  rreepprroodduuccee  ssoo  tthhiiss  pprroocceessss  

MMUUSSTT  BBEE  RREEPPEEAATTEEDD  AAFFTTEERR  33  DDAAYYSS  ttoo  rreemmoovvee  tthhee  yyoouunngg  hheeaadd  lliiccee  bbeeffoorree  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aa  

cchhaannccee  ttoo  llaayy  mmoorree  eeggggss..    RReeppeeaatt  aaggaaiinn  aatt  33  ddaayy  iinntteerrvvaallss  ffoorr  tthhee  rreemmaaiinniinngg  22  wweeeekk  ppeerriioodd..  

  

TToo  pprreevveenntt  rreeiinnffeessttaattiioonn,,  ccoonnttiinnuuee  tthhiiss  rreeggiimmee  aatt  lleeaasstt  oonnccee  aa  wweeeekk..  

  

WWHHYY  DDOONN’’TT  SSCCHHOOOOLL  NNUURRSSEESS  CCAARRRRYY  OOUUTT  CCHHEECCKKSS  AANNYY  MMOORREE??  

  

TThhee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  HHeeaalltthh  hhaass  rreeccoommmmeennddeedd  tthhaatt  sscchhooooll  nnuurrsseess  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  cchheecckk  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  hhaaiirr  

ffoorr  hheeaadd  lliiccee..  TThheerree  aarree  nnoott  eennoouugghh  sscchhooooll  nnuurrsseess  ttoo  cchheecckk  eevveerryy  cchhiilldd’’ss  hhaaiirr  rreegguullaarrllyy  eennoouugghh  

eevveenn  iiff  tthheeyy  ddiidd  nnootthhiinngg  eellssee!!    TThhiiss  wwaass  nneevveerr  aa  vveerryy  eeffffeeccttiivvee  mmeetthhoodd  ooff  pprreevveennttiioonn  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  

cchheecckkss  hhaavvee  ttoo  bbee  uunnddeerrttaakkeenn  ttoooo  ffrreeqquueennttllyy,,  aanndd  aallssoo,,  bbeeccaauussee  iitt  iiss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ffoorr  oonnee  ppeerrssoonn  ttoo  

eeffffeeccttiivveellyy  eexxaammiinnee  hhuunnddrreeddss  ooff  hheeaaddss..  

  

TThhee  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  

BBrroommlleeyy  HHeeaalltthh  

GGlloobbaall  HHoouussee  1100  SSttaattiioonn  AApppprrooaacchh  HHaayyeess  KKeenntt  BBRR22  77EEHH  
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